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Roundtable ABSTRACT

Roundtable 09: Crossing boundaries between medical anthropology and
biomedicine
Organizer: Ehler Voss, Márcio Vilar, Stefan Reinsch, Urlike Kluge

Abstract: For fifty-five years, the Association for Anthropology and Medicine (AGEM)
has been mediating between medical anthropology and medical practice by addressing
the multiplicity of definitions and understandings of health. In this roundtable, we will
examine the current status and challenges in research and health care, particularly with
regard to the relevance of teaching medical anthropology in contemporary biomedical
institutions, along the following questions:
Could exchanges between medical anthropology and biomedicine contribute to
overcoming boundaries between the life and social sciences, or is it pertinent to insist on
preserving an epistemic agonism between the fields in order to make the differences
between them productive?
How can current challenges in daily practice be addressed by drawing on anthropology
in the process of socialisation and professional identity formation of physicians and allied
health professionals, and how can this be done and improved?
What are the specific contributions of medical anthropology in comparison to other
disciplines, e.g., in relation to psychology, psychiatry, sociology?
We propose to discuss these questions in relation to pressing issues such as: migration,
racism, translation, solidarity, and other intersectional concerns. Furthermore, we
examine the role of situated biology, diagnostic frictions, and various conceptualizations
of the body.
The participants will discuss examples of (un)successful interactions in teaching and
practice based on their practical experiences and research.
Participants include anthropologists, clinical physicians, and psychologists working at
the intersections of anthropology and medicine in medical schools and research
institutes.
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Christine Holmberg: Building bridges: Understanding medical care at the crossroad from
anthropology and epidemiology

Seth M. Holmes

Stefan Reinsch: Reflections on lerning to 'think, act and feel like a physician'.

Torsten Risør

SESSION PAPERS
Building bridges: Understanding medical care at the crossroad from anthropology
and epidemiology
Christine Holmberg

Dr. Christine Holmberg is the professor of Social Medicine and Epidemiology and dean
of the Faculty of Medicine and Psychology at the Brandenburg Medical School Theodor
Fontane. As a trained anthropologist and epidemiologist her research aims to understand
epidemiological knowledge production and knowledge transfer. She is particularly
interested in the effects of such knowledge on medical practice, communities, and
patients’ experiences. Her most recent work is concerned with a more nuanced
conceptualizing of social health. Prof. Holmberg is a member of DIPEx international and
DIPEx Germany (www.krankheitserfahrungen.de), a project that aims to improve cross-
country understanding of personal health experiences for the benefit of communities,
researchers and the health sector, including healthcare professionals and policy makers.
She is the recipient of the cancer prevention fellow merit award from the National Cancer
Institute, USA and has gained competitive research grants from a range of prestigious
institutions to investigate the borderlands of anthropology, medicine, epidemiology and
society.

Seth M. Holmes

Seth Holmes is a medical anthropologist and physician whose work focuses on social
hierarchies, health inequities, and the ways in which such asymmetries are naturalized,
normalized, and resisted in the context of transnational im/migration, agro-food systems,
and health care. Holmes is a Chancellor's Professor at the University of California,
Berkeley in the areas of Society and Environment, Medical Anthropology, and Public
Health and ICREA Researcher at Universitat de Barcelona. He is the Principal
Investigator of the ERC Project "FOODCIRCUITS: Hidden Connections between
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Migrants and Societies" to investigate a new way of seeing social and embodied links
between migrant farmworkers, supply chain workers, and consumers within transnational
food systems in California, Spain and Germany. He has been one of the leaders of the
Structural Competency Working Group in California and has published his work at the
nexus of medical anthropology and biomedicine in anthropological, public health and
medical journals. He is currently leading the "Cases in Global Social Medicine" to be
published in The Lancet and previously co-led the "Case Studies in Social Medicine" in
the New England Journal of Medicine.

Reflections on lerning to 'think, act and feel like a physician'.
Stefan Reinsch

Stefan Reinsch is a pediatrician and anthropologist who conducts ethnographic research
at the intersection of clinical medicine, medical anthropology, and science and
technology studies. He currently works at the Center for Curricular Development and
Educational Research at the Brandenburg Medical School. He leads several research
projects on socialization and becoming a doctor. As a dedicated educator, he has a long-
standing interest in developing innovative teaching formats for tomorrow's doctors. One
of his favorite projects is using the pop cultural role models Sherlock Holmes and Dr.
House to teach the cognitive psychology of missed diagnoses and the social science
concepts underlying medical decision-making strategies.

Torsten Risør

Torsten Risør is a general practitioner and associate professor with University of
Copenhagen and UiT the Arctic University of Norway. A curious student of doctors and
healthcare, he has been engaged with research in medical education since 1992 with a
particular focus on the socialization to being a physician and how physicians learn to
engage in clinical encounters and clinical decisions. As director of medical education in
Northern Norway (2012-2018) he became engaged with how to develop and study rural
medical education and how to organize revisions of a medical curriculum. He currently
lives in Denmark with his family and is the leader of clinical teaching and clerkships in
primary care for 600 medical students per year in the eastern part of Denmark.


